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The Sheerness Project 

An U nfathomable Ship 

In the summer of 1995 a group of artists from the fields of performing, 
time based and visual arts will collaborate with shipbuilders from the 
Sheerness Dockyard on the Isle ofSheppey, Kent. The common ground 
for the collaborations will be the themes of Flood and Fire - the dual 
concerns ofUwe Johnson's essayEin unergründliches Schiff. The results of 
the collaboration along with an original theatre text by Ewan Forsterand 
Alan J. Read will be a unique theatre event taking place in the disused 
Dockyard Church on the edge of the town Sheerness. The figure ofUwe 
Johnson will be at the heart of the work. 

Forthelast two years Forsterand Read have researched the problematic 
island history, its relationship with the sea that has flooded it three tim es 
this century and with the wreck of the Wartimemunitions ship The Richard 
Montgomery that poses an explosive threat to the inhabitants ofSheemess. 

The collaborators on the project include composers Louis Andriessen 
and Graham Fitkin, film maker Christopher Forster, installation artist 
Richard Wilson and performer Hans Kremer. From amongst the fomer 
workforce of Sheemess Dockyard the project will involve engine fitter 
Jim Buttonshaw, welder Albert Snelling and shipwright Norman 
Silverstone. Artists and artisans will work tagether to transform the 
interior of the disused church with a design, a score and three film 
projections for a performance to be entitled An Unfathomable Ship. 

For further information please contact: 

The Sheemess Project 
45 South Worpel Way 
Mortlake 
London SW14 8PB 
England 


